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Seniors in 

Pennsylvania: 1 

 
 Are a large part 

of PA’s 
population 
In 2015, seniors 
were 24 % of the 
state population, 
representing 3 
million people. 

 

 

 Face economic 
hardship 
In 2015, nearly 8%    
of elderly 
Pennsylvanians 
(235,000 seniors) 
lived below the 
federal poverty level 
($11,880 annually 
for an individual).   

 

 

 Face food 
hardship 
13 percent of PA 
seniors faced the 
threat of hunger in 
2014.1 

   

SNAP Helps Seniors in Pennsylvania 2 
 

 In fiscal year 2015, 229,000 low-income seniors in 206,000 

households participated in SNAP.  Their average monthly 

income was nearly $1,000.   
 

 SNAP helps seniors buy food.  SNAP households with elderly 

members received an average monthly benefit of $121, 

boosting their monthly income by 12%. 
 

 SNAP puts money into Pennsylvania’s economy. In 2015, 

SNAP provided seniors in Pennsylvania with $299 million in 

food each month.  This is money pumped into Pennsylvania’s 

economy when seniors purchase food.     

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

SNAP Helps Eligible Households 
with Elderly Members 

 
 

1This section provides information on seniors in Pennsylvania. Data source:  U.S. 
Census Bureau, 2015 ACS, 1-year estimates. 
2This section provides information on seniors who receive SNAP benefits in 
Pennsylvania, based on analysis of FY 2015 SNAP Household Characteristics Quality 
Control data. 
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Average monthly income for a PA Senior receiving SNAP was 
$1,000 in 2015. Consider a senior with rent of $700 per 

month, a thrifty food budget of approximately $200, average 
medical expenses of $155, and modest utility costs of $60, 

it’s easy to see how basic living expenses can outpace 
income, making SNAP a vital resource for seniors to live. 

Seniors in 

Pennsylvania 

(cont’d.): 1 

 
 Often live with 

children   
In 2015, 4% of 
Pennsylvania’s 
elderly population 
(124,000 seniors) 
lived with 
grandchildren.   
 

 If living with 
children, are often 
financially 
responsible for them 
27% of grandparents 
living with 
grandchildren 
(33,000 seniors) 
were financially 
responsible for their 
grandchildren's basic 
needs. 

 

 Often age alone.   
Of the households in 
Pennsylvania that 
include elderly 
individuals, 41% 
(759,000 
households) were 
households in which 
the   elderly live 
alone. 
 

1This section provides information 
on seniors in Pennsylvania. Data 
source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2015 
ACS, 1-year estimates. 

 

 

Beyond providing critical dollars to put food on the 

table, SNAP also helps seniors by: 

 Connecting them to other benefit programs such as Medicaid, 

the Low-Income Heating Assistance Program (LIHEAP), 

Commodity Supplemental Food Program (CSFP), Farmer’s 

Market Nutrition Program (FMNP) and housing help such as 

rent and/or property tax rebates. 

 

 SNAP provides added help to those with medical expenses.  

Among the households with elderly members that have medical 

expenses, their average monthly medical expenses were $158.  

SNAP’s benefit calculation targets those households and 

provides them with additional benefits.   

 

SNAP 
HELPS 

CLOSE THE 
GAP 


